The 36th International Congress of Physiological Sciences took place in Kyoto, Japan this past summer. The general consensus is that the Congress was a great success, but what are the criteria for success? A comprehensive physiological congress must attract a substantial number of participants from all around the globe because only in this way can the enormous effort expended in assembling a programme, reflecting the whole breath of the physiological sciences, be justified. The Kyoto Congress had more than 4,000 registered participants, which makes it one of the larger IUPS Congresses. Considering that this Congress was held during one of the worst recessions in recent years, this is quite an achievement. However, the satisfactory attendance hides one important point, which has become apparent when looking back over recent IUPS Congresses, namely that these events to an increasing extent rely on a substantial "home base." Roughly half of the participants in the Kyoto Congress were from Japan. Similarly, the 2005 San Diego Congress, which was held together with Experimental Biology, was very large because of the very substantial number of US participants. On the other hand, several congresses that were not based in countries with large and well supported physiological societies-and therefore inevitably could not have large numbers of local participants-turned out to be relatively small. This clearly is an important factor that has to be taken into account when the sites of future congresses are selected.
Size is not, of course, the only or even the most important criterion for success. The quality of the scientific presentations and the extent and depth of the discussions are what really matter. Unfortunately these cannot be evaluated precisely, and since nobody can attend all or even a majority of the sessions scheduled at an International Congress, evidence is inevitably anecdotal. Nevertheless, based on substantial amounts of feedback, both oral and written, it is my impression that there was a very high level of satisfaction with the Kyoto Congress. The credit for assembling such an outstanding program must go to Yoshihisa Kurachi, who as Chair Birmingham, England in 2013. The major excitement at this year's GA was the question about the site of the 2017 Congress. This was a particularly difficult decision because IUPS had received three extremely strong bids from Brazil, Canada, and China. The GA heard very impressive presentations from these three countries explaining the plans for congresses in 2017 in Rio de Janeiro, Toronto, and Beijing, respectively, and it was therefore no surprise that there had to be two rounds of voting. Ultimately, Brazil emerged the winner. The extraordinarily effective and charming presentation for Brazil, made by Benedito Machado, undoubtedly helped Brazil's case. IUPS is proud to announce that the 2017 IUPS Congress will be held in South America, after an interval of more than 50 years since the first South American Congress in Buenos Aires in 1959, and for the very first time in Brazil.
There were no surprises with regard to the election of the new Officers and Council. As Chair of the IUPS Nominations Committee, I was happy that the slate I presented to the GA was unanimously approved. I believe that IUPS has elected a superb Council for the next 4 years and specifically has an extraordinarily gifted and experienced Executive Committee. (2), where proton-activated channels were discovered in 1980 (for recent review by Oleg Krishtal, who made the original discovery, see Ref. 3) , and in which large numbers of very talented investigators received extraordinarily good training. This has been to the great benefit of world physiology, since many of these investigators now hold significant positions of scientific leadership throughout the world. In October of this year, the Bogomoletz Institute celebrated its 75th anniversary with an international symposium on "Molecular Mechanisms of Intracellular Calcium Signalling. " This coincided with the 85th birthday of Platon Kostyuk, a former IUPS Vice President (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) . It was my great pleasure to give an Invited Lecture on this occasion and, on behalf of IUPS, to extend greetings and congratulations to Platon, Oleg Krishtal, and the institute.
IUPS has the duty to defend physiological research worldwide, wherever there is a threat. This autumn it has become apparent that there are potentially serious problems at the Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research (IVIC), where continuing employment of some of the most excellent physiologists with the highest international standing appears to be doubtful due to unwarranted political interference (4 . This year also marks the end of Sue Orsoni's work for IUPS. As Executive Secretary, Sue has for many years been crucial to the operation of IUPS and has been administering the affairs of our Union with great insight and efficiency. Sue will be greatly missed. I am personally grateful to Sue for all her hard and effective work for IUPS and for many pleasant social interactions over the years. I am sure that all friends of IUPS will want to wish her all possible happiness in her retirement. 
